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GeerCrest Farm & Historical Society 
A registered nonprofit 501 (c)(3) 

 

envisions a world where everyone: 

* Has a connection to history in a 
way that provides context for 
today and tomorrow; 

* Engages with farms in support of 
their connection with nature, food, 
and self-reliance skills; 

* Personally develops within 
networks of healthy 
intergenerational communities 
and; 

* Is empowered to be in service to 
their community while creatively 
following their passions and 
dreams. 

Farm-Life		
Immersion	
Programs	

	
Where	the	Homestead	is	

the	Classroom 

“GeerCrest Farm holds a 
place in this world for an 

experience which is 
vanishing; it holds an 

unspoken reverence and 
appreciation for nature and 

life, and it allows the 
developing child to connect 
with that in a very deep and 

personal way.” 
 

-Nina Churchill 
Portland Waldorf School Teacher 

GeerCrest Farm & Historical Society 



 

Schools and Groups 
Field Trips: Daylong visits include a tour of 
the farm and the opportunity to engage in 
seasonal activities.   

Overnight Stays: Students more fully 
become immersed in the natural daily 
rhythm of the farm and develop deeper 
shifts and building of community. 

Individuals 
 Summer Camps: Groups of of 4-6 allow 
students to be truly integrated as members 
of the farm family involved in all aspects of 
the homestead and creative work.  

Internships:  Opportunities for adolescents 
and young adults to learn small scale 
farming.  

Volunteer: Learning and giving back! There 
are a variety of ways to either donate your 
skills or learn through helping out. 

Families and Community 
Family Farm Stays: Become more familiar 
with homesteading by participating with 
farmers, or simply relax in a rural setting.  

Public and Private Events: Check our 
website for seasonal celebrations and 
community events! Keep us in mind for your 
private events. 

 

 

                                                                                                               

Welcome to GeerCrest Farm 

Our farm is nestled in the Waldo Hills, east of 
Salem, Oregon.  The homestead was 
established in 1848 by pioneers Ralph and Mary 
Geer.  The house they built in 1851 still stands 
hosting visitors for day and overnight farm 
immersion programs.  

Programs at GeerCrest Farm inspire and instruct 
a new generation to live in awareness and 
appreciation for the inter-connectedness of all 
aspects of life.  

Participants are welcomed into the nature-
based farm life rhythm as a member of the 
inter-generational family where everyone takes 
part in the responsibilities to the land, 
homestead and each other. This includes 
morning chores with the animals, an 
introduction to the land and its history, tending 
to the home and gardens, sharing community 
meals, learning crafts or traditional skills, and 
evening storytelling relevant to local history. 

Focus Areas 
Animal Stewardship:  Human’s relationship to 
animals, domestic and wild, is ancient. Through 
connecting with well-cared for farm animals, 
new perspectives on food and life are 
encountered.  

Gardens: Through the act of planting seeds or 
harvesting peas, real work is experienced where 
effects of students’ actions are clearly seen. A 
sense develops for the stark seasonality of food 
as well as a gratitude for what the earth 
provides. 
Traditional Skills and Crafts: Taught in historic 
context, craft skills powerfully connect farming, 
ecosystem stewardship, resource use, and 
economics to timeless creative processes. 

Homemaking: The home is where all aspects of 
the homestead integrate.  Students learn food 
preservation, seasonal cooking, baking, and 
herbal medicine, to nourish self and care for 
each other.  

GeerCrest Farm & Historical Society nurtures personal growth and 
learning through immersive educational programs in farm life, nature, 
and the history of GeerCrest Farm. 

Program Offerings: 


